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Town Mayor Windswept by the Herts Air Ambulance 
The Town Mayor of Harpenden, Councillor Michael Weaver, has chosen the Herts Air Ambulance (HAA) as one of his charities of the year and has very kindly decided to raise all-important funds for this great cause throughout 2011. 
Cllr Weaver recently visited the Herts Airbase at North Weald Airfield, to meet the pilot, doctor, and paramedic, who fly the life-saving missions in the helicopter.   There is always a possibility that the crew will be called out to an emergency at any time, and a job came in just as the Town Mayor, and local businessman and supporter of the HAA, Mervyn Taylor, arrived. 
A few photos were taken while the helicopter took off to attend an incident on London Road, St Albans and a slightly windswept Town Mayor and Herts Air Ambulance Fundraiser struggled to keep their balance as the aircraft made its ascent.
A double shift meant that another pilot, Nicky Smith, arrived shortly after, and was able to talk about the work they carry out to give patients the best possible chance of recovery.
Cllr Michael Weaver, Mayor, said: "We’re really looking forward to working with Herts Air Ambulance and raising money for such a vital service.  We already have lots of fun activities and events planned to raise money over the next few months. The fact that the helicopter was needed at an incident so close to home was a stark reminder of how important it is to keep the Air Ambulance flying to help people when they need it most.” 
Michelle de la Bertauche, Fundraising Manager for the Herts Air Ambulance, said: "I am really looking forward to working with the Mayor and people of Harpenden and we are so pleased they have chosen to support us this year. The Herts Air Ambulance would not be able to continue to fly life-saving missions without the generosity of the people who live and work in Herts."
The support from the local community is much appreciated in helping to raise funds for the Herts Air Ambulance and keep the helicopter flying. For more information visit HertsAirAmbulance.uk.com or call the fundraising office on 0845 504 0055.         

The first fundraising event, a Quiz Night on Friday 15 July, has already sold out and the Town Mayor has been delighted with the terrific response that he has received from local residents and businesses in supporting events for his two nominated charities; the Herts Air Ambulance and the Harpenden Seniors Club.   
If anyone would like to donate a raffle prize, or would be interested to hear about future events, then please telephone Linda Haynes at Harpenden Town Council on 01582-463662. 

Ends
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

For further details please contact: Linda Haynes at Harpenden Town Council, tel. 01582-463662
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Photograph:  Sent in separate attachment 
Notes to Editor: The Herts Air Ambulance is a vital life-saving Helicopter Emergency Medical Service (HEMS). It costs in the region of £130,000 per month to cover all charitable costs and aircraft operations including the provision of Doctors. The service enables clinicians and life-saving support equipment to be rushed to the scene of an incident and the patient can be flown to an appropriate hospital. The Herts Air Ambulance receives no National Lottery funding and is reliant upon donations from the public and local businesses to raise the funds needed to keep the Air Ambulance flying.
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