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Harpenden Armed Forces Day

Brilliant sunshine accompanied a local celebration to show appreciation of the work of the Armed Forces on Harpenden Common on Sunday 26 June.  The event started with a parade and wreath laying ceremony at the war memorial.  Following which an inter-services Cadet sports competition was held which included a parade drill routine,  tug of war, obstacle course and climbing wall.
The day aims to raise awareness of the Armed Forces and highlight the outstanding contribution they make to British society. 
This is the second Armed Forces Day organised in collaboration between Harpenden Royal British Legion, Harpenden Town Council and Representatives of Harpenden Army, Air, Sea and Police Cadets.

Town Mayor, Cllr Michael Weaver, was there throughout the day and with Captain Tom Roden from Bassingbourn Barracks presented the prize to the winning Cadet troop.  The Police cadets won the best parade drill routine, with the Army cadets wining the overall competition.
There were lots of things that could be enjoyed by families during the event.  The spectacular 100 metre inflatable obstacle course proved to be a big attraction, as was the climbing wall.  There was also a lot to see.  Each cadet group had put on exciting displays of the things that they do.
Cllr Weaver was delighted with the success of the event and said “It was a spectacular day, with plenty to enjoy, celebrate and do.  My congratulations go to the Army cadets on their overall success.  But in my book everyone was a winner.  Special thanks must be extended to the Police cadets for the hard work they did in getting everything organised on the day.”
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