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VOICE YOUR CHOICE

The votes have been counted and the results are in for Harpenden Town Council’s Voice your Choice initiative.  Almost 1,000 households and businesses voted for their four favoured projects which were suggested by Harpenden residents and businesses to improve Harpenden.   

Residents, community groups and businesses were invited by the Town Council to put forward proposals to improve Harpenden.  115 projects were received and 37 feasible initiatives were taken forward for residents to select.  The projects were very varied and included play area improvements, Town Centre enhancements, youth projects and community initiatives.

There was £26,000 on offer and the projects which will receive funding are:

1st place – Rothamsted Park Play Area (£15,000)

To provide play equipment for older and disabled children.

2nd place – Help us preserve your reserve – Batford Springs Nature Reserve (£2,000)

The Batford Springs Volunteers will renovate the central area of the reserve and renew the picnic tables.

3rd place – Cinema Returns to Harpenden (£5,000)

The Harpenden Film Society will use the grant to go towards a fixed professional screen and additional sound equipment to improve the quality of the screenings in the Public Halls. 

4th place – Harpenden Christmas lights (will receive £4,000 of the requested £15,000).

To replace the Christmas Lights in Harpenden Town Centre.

Other projects which were popular but did not receive the funding included:

Cycle Access to the Nickey Line, Re-birth of 2nd Harpenden Scout Group in Batford, AEDs in Harpenden Town Centre, Outdoor Fitness Equipment for all,  Enhancement of the Public Halls area and Club Nights for Teenagers.

Oliver Randell from the Batford Springs Volunteers said; “we would like to thank the people of Harpenden for voting for us.  It is wonderful that there is so much support in the Town for the work we do and for Batford Springs Nature Reserve.  We have been working hard to raise the profile of the Springs.  Visit our new website for more information on the work we do.   The grant to replace the picnic tables and to carry out planned renovation and conservation work will make a real difference for the community to enjoy”.
For further details please contact: John Bagshaw at Harpenden Town Council, tel. 01582-768278.

Photo- Batford Springs Volunteers receiving their grant.  from left to right - Ian Savage, John Simpson, Les Casey, Alex Pixal, Jo Girling, Jessica Dormer, John Dean, Lawence Davis, Heather Catterfeld, Oliver Randell and Lucia Hunt.
Notes to the editor:

Batford Springs Volunteers website is www.batfordsprings.org.uk










