Press Release
Harpenden Town to take ownership of park, playing fields, nature reserve and community centre
Harpenden Town Council has hopefully presented a compelling case to St Albans District Council to hand back to the community ownership of Lydekker Park, playing fields at Westfield and Porters Hill, the Batford Springs Local Nature Reserve and the community facility, Park Hall.  This will mean that whilst the Local Council has already been greatly involved in the management of most of these sites, previously through lease agreements, it will see the return of ownership of the assets back to the Town.

The Town Council is committed to inviting local residents to become much more involved in the future of these outdoor leisure and recreational facilities, fashioning how they can be developed and benefit the community.  
“Leasing the sites constricts the ambition of the Council to invest and make greater use of these assets.  Lease agreements can be limiting and it has to be argued do not always represent best value for investment when at the end of the term the facility has to be handed back.  With the transfer of the freehold to the Town Council we can listen to the views of local residents and work towards their ambitions without any restrictions.  It has always been my target to get the assets back to the town and I am delighted to be realising my dream” said Cllr Michael Weaver, Harpenden’s Town Mayor.
The Town Council is at the forefront of the devolution of assets by the District to Local Councils.  It is piloting the way for other parishes in the District to follow suit and benefit from the District Councils commitment to the Localism Act.  Progress of the Town Council is being keenly followed with the likely outcome more facilities will be transferred back to local communities.
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